City of Cleveland
Minutes
The Board of Appeals & Equalization Public Hearing
Monday, April 13, 2026 at 5:30 p.m.
205 4 Street, Cleveland, MN 56017

The Board of Appeals and Equalization Public Hearing was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Don McCabe.
Council Members present: Tonya Schummer, Nancy Gens, Anne Hiller and Sarah McCabe. City Staff present: City
Clerk-Treasurer Charles Hodge. Le Sueur County Assessor, Shayne Bender and Assistant Le Sueur County
Assessor Jennifer Flicek were present at the Public Hearing to answer any valuation related questions.

Assistant Le Sueur County Assessor presented the council with statistics regarding 2026 Taxable property and
Residential and Seasonal Sales Ratio. New construction information and city sales were discussed.

Property owners were encouraged to attend this meeting for information regarding valuation of their property.

Homeowner at 1105 Main St. E. addressed Council regarding the County’s 2026 valuation of $471,000, noting her
mortgage company’s estimated value of $392,800. She referenced comparisons to homes in other cities and lake
areas within and outside the county. The County Assessor explained that property values and tax rates vary based on
factors such as availability of amenities, levels of commercial development, and property classification (e.g.,
seasonal or township properties). Shayne Bender recommended the homeowner schedule an onsite reassessment,
after which the valuation could be brought before the County Board for review.

Homeowner at 301 Maple Street expressed concern regarding the increase in property valuation, noting values of
$466,000 two years ago, $472,000 last year, and $600,000 for the current year. The Council indicated the current
valuation appeared high for an in-town lot and requested the Assessor review the property. The Assessor agreed to
reexamine the valuation.

Homeowner at 808 Broadway Street also expressed concern that her property valuation was too high, noting no
recent improvements to the home or garage. The Assessor explained the property had previously been flagged for
review and will contact the homeowner to schedule an interior inspection and reassessment.

The Assessor noted increased concerns regarding rising property taxes and explained that taxes may increase even if
a property’s valuation decreases, as tax responsibility is distributed among the County, City, and School District.

A Motion was made to adjourn at 6:21 p.m. by S. McCabe and second by Hiller. Voting: Yes — All

Don McCabe, Mayor

Charles Hodge, City Clerk-Treasurer



