
City of Cleveland 

Minutes 

Regular Council Meeting 

Thursday, September 9, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. 

205 4th Street, Cleveland, MN 56017 

 

The regular meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Don McCabe, Council Members present: Tonya 

Schummer, Sarah McCabe, Nancy Gens and Anne Hiller. City Staff present: City Clerk-Treasurer Charles Hodge, 

Public Works Director Casey Volk, and Head Bartender Julie O’Malley. Also present: Le Sueur County Sheriff’s 

Office  

 

 

Approval of Agenda – A Motion was made by S. McCabe and second by Schummer to approve the agenda. 

Voting: Yes – All.  

 

Ducks Unlimited – Ruth Hoefs represented Ducks Unlimited and presented information to Council regarding the 

organization and the use of gambling proceeds. Ruth requested approval of a one-time gambling permit to hold a 

purse bingo on Sunday, October 18, 2026, at The Bait Buckets request. She also discussed the possibility of 

allowing Ducks Unlimited to have two gambling boxes in addition to those operated by the Cleveland Fire Relief 

Association. She informed Council that The Bait Bucket has already signed off on it but would need to go to 

Council for final approval.  

The Mayor noted that the Cleveland Fire Department currently conducts gambling in the community and that the 

revenue supports the Fire Department. He expressed concern that additional gambling could reduce the revenue 

received by the Fire Department. Further discussion was requested before taking action on additional gambling. A 

Motion was made by Schummer and second by Hiller to approve the one-time permit (LG220) for the October 18th 

purse bingo. Voting: Yes – All.  

 

LJP & Waste Management (Awarding Garbage/Recycling Contract) - After further discussion and review of 

the RFPs (Request For Proposals), Council decided to continue with LJP, primarily due to the lower cost. A Motion 

was made by Gens and second by Schummer to stay with LJP for another five year term. Voting: Yes – All. 

 

Cleveland Fire Relief Assoc. (Sam Gore representing) – A Motion was made by Gens and second by S. McCabe 

to increase the annual benefit for retired fire fighters to $3,500. Voting: Yes – All  

 

Approval of Minutes and Bills – A Motion was made by S. McCabe and second by Schummer to approve the 

minutes and bills. Voting: Yes – All.  

Public Comment – No Public Comment  

 

 

Reports:  

Police Report – Report was presented.  

Public Works Report – Volk reported that construction on Columbia Street is progressing and work is currently in 

Phase Two. The main water and sewer lines are expected to be completed by the end of the week. Council Member 

Gens asked if the residents would be notified before Phase Three begins, and Volk confirmed that notice would be 

provided. Council Member Hiller asked about the warranty for the road construction project in the event the 

contractor goes out of business. Volk reported that the company was recently purchased and will continue operating 

under the same name, with existing warranties remaining in effect. 

Volk provided information on the costs of new, used, and leased loaders for future consideration. No action is 

needed at this time. He also reminded Council that the loader’s head gasket is failing, and repairs are estimated at 

approximately $5,000. 

He also mentioned an issue with the generator at the lift station. The oil level is over full, possibly due to a sticking 

injector. Someone will be coming to inspect the generator, but the cost of repairs is not yet known. 



 

Liquor Report – O’Malley’s reported that the last roll-in will be this Friday, September 11th at 5:00 p.m. She 

mentioned that Cherry Creek Days went very well.  

O’Malley said that there will be a Celebration of Life on Saturday, September 26th for Shawn Green. On Saturday, 

October 24th will be Customer Appreciation. She mentioned she would like to give a grand prize. A Motion was 

made by Gens and second by Schummer to approve $75.00 - $100.00 value as a grand prize. Voting: Yes – All.  

  

Building Official Report – 1 permit to finish a basement, 2 permits for reroof, 1 permit for residing, and 1 permit 

driveway additional.  

 

P&Z Report – No report. 

 

EDA Report – No report. 

 

Personnel Committee Report – City Clerk Hodge reported that he received everything back for Troy and he is 

good to go and he plans on calling him tomorrow and workout a start date. Council Member Schummer reported 

that performance reviews for city staff will be on Wednesday, September 23rd between 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

 

Clerk Report – Hodge reported that he is currently working on the city budget for 2027.  

 

 

Old Business:  

 

Discussion and Possible Action regarding the curb on East Main Street - Council revisited the proposed curb 

work along East Main Street, as the project cost exceeded the $5,000 amount previously approved at the June 

regular council meeting. A Motion was made by Schummer and second by Gens to approve adding a curb on one 

side along East Main Street (by the school) for an estimate of $16,228.50 and the funds will be taken out of public 

works capital outlay fund. Voting: Yes – All.  

 

 

New Business:  

 

Resolution 20-2026 – A Motion was made by S. McCabe and second by Schummer to accept donations to the city. 

Voting: Yes – All  

 

2027 Budget Workshop - A Motion was made by Hiller and second by Gens to set the date for the 2027 budget 

workshop for Thursday, September 17, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. Voting: Yes - All.  

 

2027 Proposed Budget & Performance Reviews - A Motion was made by S. McCabe and second by Hiller to set 

the date for a special meeting for Wednesday, September 23, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. Voting: Yes – All.  

 

A Motion was made by Gens and second by S. McCabe to approve Le Sueur County Highway Department 2026 

Municipal Maintenance Agreement.  

Voting: Yes – All.  

 

Hometown Bank (front doorstep) - Council Member Gens asked who designed the front step leading into 

Hometown Bank. Volk explained that the step was designed to avoid replacing and raising the light pole foundation 

by approximately two feet. The design also provides ADA compliance and allows water to drain properly rather 

than collect in the bank’s drive-through. 

 

Utility Usage – Council discussed a resident’s water usage issue, and a motion was made by S. McCabe and second 

by Gens to approve a onetime payment adjustment of $100.00. Voting: Yes – Gens, Mayor McCabe, Hiller, and S. 

McCabe. Abstained: Schummer 

 



Potential Residential Water Shut-offs for Non-Payment - City Clerk informed Council that there are three 

properties that are 90 days past due on utility payments. A Motion was made by Gens and second by S. McCabe to 

approve the shut-off of water on September 22, 2026, due to non-payment. Voting: Yes – All.  

 

Other Approved Business – No other approved business.  

 

 

A Motion was made to adjourn at 6:54 p.m. by Hiller and second by Schummer. Voting: Yes – All  

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Don McCabe, Mayor 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Charles Hodge, City Clerk-Treasurer 


