
City of Cleveland 
Minutes 

Regular Council Meeting 

Monday, November 1, 2021 @ 5:30 p.m. 

205 4th Street, Cleveland, MN 56017 

 

The regular meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Don McCabe, Council Members 

present: Nancy Gens, Justin Schabert, Glenn Beer and Mark Hintgen. City Staff present: City 

Clerk-Treasurer Dan Evans, Police Chief Randy Tiegs, Public Works Superintendent Jared 

Holland. Also present was County Commissioner Steve Rohlfing. 

 

Approval of Agenda – Motion by Schabert and seconded by Beer. Voting yes - all 

 

A Motion was made by Hintgen and seconded by Gens to approve the October 4, 2021 Minutes 

and current bills report. Voting yes - all  

 

Public Comment: 

 

-Kenneth Fuller at 916 3rd Court, addressed the council in opposition of the installation of the 

new AMR water meter. Fuller indicated that he does not want a lithium battery used to power the 

AMR water meter inside his home. Fuller also indicated that he does not want radio frequency 

(RF) signals within his home. Fuller stated that he would be ok with an analog meter and that he 

would continue to provide a meter reading each month.   

 

-Ann Cruse a citizen within Le Sueur Co., among other members in her group, addressed the 

council on election integrity. Cruse provided the Council with supplemental information about 

their cause (see attached).  

 

Public Hearing for Abetment was called to order for the property of 800 7th Street. Owner Joseph 

Rohlfing was not present to speak on his behalf, nor did he provide any written testimony to the 

clerk’s office on the subject matter.   

 

Police Report – Tiegs recommended that the council pass the property abetment Resolution No. 

25-2021 under new business and have the owner work with the city attorney on cleaning up the 

property, rather than tasking public works to clean up the area.  

 

Public Works Report – Holland indicated that he cannot locate the water curb stop for two 

residential properties. Holland had a specialist from MN Rural Water attempt to locate the curb 

stops, but proved unsuccessful. Holland requested the council approve an estimate from Selly 

Excavating to install two curb stops in the amount of $5,973. It was indicated that the city would 

not set a precedent of paying for curb stops but would make the exception because the unknown 

history of the properties and staff not being able to locate them. A Motion was made by Hintgen 

and seconded by Beer to approve the estimate and pay for the installation. Voting yes – All. 

Holland also stated that he would begin sweeping streets. 

 

Liquor Report – Approved 



 

Building Official Report – Two re-roof permits, facade permit  

 

P&Z Report – Public Hearing and Special Meeting on November 3rd to discuss a re-zone and 

variance request. 

 

EDA Report – Public Hearing and Special Meeting on November 3rd to discuss sale of land. 

Evans indicated that he has been a part of a steering committee aimed at getting Le Sueur County 

to hire an Economic Development Director. Evans Indicate that himself along with other steering 

committee members presented to the County Board with the idea of hiring a EDA point person 

and continued economic growth. County Commissioner Steve Rohlfing was present at the 

meeting and indicated the board was receptive to the idea and would look to contract with 

someone for a period of 6 months, to aid with the creation of the EDA director position and the 

direction economic growth should take. 

 

Personnel Committee Report – Gens indicated that four candidates were interviewed for the 

Assistant City Clerk position and ranked. The top qualified candidate was offered the positon, 

and accepted it. They will begin their full-time employment on or before November 22, 2021. 

Evans indicated the candidate had about 16-year experience as a Deputy Clerk in another city.    

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Generators - Master Electric gave a verbal estimate to Evans on wiring three backup generators. 

Rough estimate would be $10,000 per unit for labor and supplies. Evans indicated that he would 

obtain another bid from BLK Electric, as well as have Master Electric come onsite and provided 

a written estimate.  

 

Stray Cats - Gens indicated the farmer she reached out to, was not able to take stray cats. Staff 

will look at the ordinance to make sure cats are included in our animal definition.  

 

Water Meter Project Update - Evans indicated there are roughly 25 more installs left in the water 

meter project before completion. 

 

Billboard - Evans reached out to Matt Tauer who has the billboard near 404 Broadway Street. 

Matt said the sign is currently not being rented by anyone and he would be ok if Evans sent 

interested people his way to work out a rental agreement. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

School Rec Program – School and city staff discussed openly what the current rec program is 

and what it could potentially be in the future. It was agreed that the city and school need to work 

together to improve this relationship and work towards a better rec/community Ed program. 

Currently the school and city have an agreement obligating each participant to contribute up to 

$3,000 annually to the rec program. Evans indicated that he would talk with the City Attorney 

about updating the city and school agreement. A Motion was made by Schabert and seconded by 



Gens to continue to split cost in the rec program but cap the obligation amount at $6,000 

annually, subject to attorney recommendations for an agreement. Voting yes – all 

 

Safe Routes to School - A committee was formed comprised of school, city and county staff and 

a meeting was held on October 25, 2021. Ashley Killday Community Health Coordinator with 

Le Sueur County would like to apply for a grant to get a planning director in an effort to apply 

for additional funding from the safe routes to school program. This effort is to improve sidewalks 

and paths so kids have a safer option when walking to and from school. 

 

Crop Land Lease - Two sealed crop land lease bids were submitted to the clerk’s office. 1st bid 

was opened from Michael Biehn offering $287 per acre. 2nd bid was opened from Matt Stauff 

offering $281 per acre. A Motion was made by Gens and seconded Beer to approve Resolution 

No. 24-2021 entering into a land lease agreement with Michael Biehn as the highest bidder. 

Voting yes – all 

 

First Reading of Ordinance No. A-2021 Establishing a City Administrator. The ordinance was 

read and a public hearing will be set for December 6, 2021 for its passage. Evans advised that he 

will be working on a City Administrator Job Description to be ready at the December 6, 2021 

meeting.  

 

Cherry Creek Days – It was discussed on who should lead the event and coordinate it. In the past 

few years it had been done by city staff. The event will still be classified as a city sponsored 

event but will be planned by the cherry creek committee. Schabert indicated that he would take 

on the responsibly of coordinating the event and convening the cherry creek committee and start 

planning the event. It was discussed that the date of the event would remain the same, father day 

weekend, which is June 17/18, 2021. 

 

A Motion was made by Beer and seconded by Schabert to approve Resolution No. 25-2021 

approving the polling place of 2022. Voting yes – all 

 

A Motion was made by Gens and seconded by Hintgen to approve Resolution No. 26-2021 

approving the property abetment. Voting yes – all 

 

A Motion was made by Schabert and seconded by Hintgen to adjourn the meeting at 7:03 p.m. 

Voting yes – all 

 

 

______________________________   ______________________________  

Dan Evans       Don McCabe     

City Clerk-Treasurer      Mayor   


